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1.

2,

and

, and economical data.
Windan, is an ol Hgnsea‘h co owh Tocated near the mouth of the Windau
(Venta) river at 57 24%N/21°34%E)+ It is an important (icefree), Soviet

al bage especially for submarine chagers and minesweeping flotillas

also Por submarines transferred there from Riga in winter because
of ice. It also is an important comimercial ‘harbot since it has taken
up the majority of the commercia rartic of the port of Libau since
the latter port has been closed to merchant shipping.

Windau harbor can be easily minéd and also be garred by using the
jetties, which project far into the sea. It is very big garrison, the
relation between civilians and soldiers being six to four.

Nautical data.

a. A ;‘O‘a;‘.hes:

& approaches to Windau present no patticular difficulties. It is
* advisable to follow the swept channel
although it is no longer a necessity, as there are no mine
figlds any longer off Windau, and actually ships were] | making
straight for Windau hugging the coast.

Iaking buoy No 5, whose former position was 57928,5'!@/21021'1% [ ]
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has mesnwhile been removed. It has been replaced by a
buoy moored five miles from the south jetty head, bearing 324 25X1
true from the signal station and moored to the left of the
navigable channel in position.57928,5’N/21°26,5'E. It is a
lightbuoy flashing white every ten seconds.
A navigable channel leads from this position to the harbor.
Ingoing and outgoing vessels should keep the rangelights in one
line as carefully as possible., The maximum permissible draft in
the channel is T meters.
A1l channel buoys, with the exception of the leading buoy, and.a
wreck-marking buoy were removed| | 25X1
Thk wreckPmarking buoys mooted about 25 meters from the north
getgy marking the position of the wreck of a sunken lighter.
(57°24N/21°311E, On entering Windau
ome EHoWTE keep close to the starboard-hand side of the channel.
A current of up to Z knots usually runs along the coast. The
spprosches as well as the harbor are well 1it.
The goast on el 1 gide of the harbor forms an excellent flat
beach with moderately high, partially wooded dunes.

25X1

Pe gighorascs:
ailwsheltered anchoragés are Formed by two jetties, each about
1,800 meters leng, and enclosing the mouth of the river and jutting in
to the sea., This area which is designated the outer harbor, can berth
p-to three ships. Vessels riding at anchor there can be loaded and
unloaded by lighters. :
It is not advisable to anchor outside the jetties, as the anchorages
there are unsheltered and rough ground swell usually preévaib there,
Heavy grount swell also prevails in the outer harbor with strong
winds blowing continuously from the northwest.

dé. Tides, ice condit;ons: )
There 4re ne tides in this region. Under ordinary circumstances,

1

navigation is not closed because of ice. In January and February,
however, it may happen that shipping is hindered by ice. The berths
alongside the quays are always free of ice throughout the winter
because of the strong rumning current.

d. Pﬁlots: :
e pilot station |:| is located on the south bank of the river close  o5yy
to harbor entrance.
The pilot is asked for in the daytime by hoisting the pilot jack
gnd at night by flashing signals. He will beard the incomigg vessel
sbout 2 or 3 miles outside the jetties. The pilot boat is a rather
modern wooden boat painted white and about 10 meters long.

3. Harbor Installations V(fmil_itvar_y).

d. The navy harbor and the berths for naval vessels are located on the
gouth b ank of the river, proleéngation of which is the south jetty,
which projects about 1,200 meters into the sea. The naval harbor
resches as far as the winter harbor .which is separated from the 25X1
fairway by dolphins.
The naval wharf consists of piled-in dolphins with a wooden revetment
a$ the back.
4 wooden houge with a tower | |with a signal station| |at the 25X1
pégr 1s located on this south bank close to the entrance,
e landing bssin for fishing vessels where the catches are landed
is located east of the signal station (fishing harbor [ ]-). 25X1
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A marine rajlway and a lifeboat station are located between the
signal station and the fishing harbor| i
®wo three-storied brick buildings| | about 100 meters long and 5X1

‘used as naval barracks, and the former Windau Penetentiary| |
of unidentified use, are located on the naval wharf, .

4 large red bridk building (naval barracks) with a flat roof,

is located south .of the winter harbor, A signal station is 25X1
fitted on the flat roof and consists of a hut, a signal searchlight

and a redio mast. The signal station is manned day and night,

maintaining signal communication with the ships mowred in harbor.

The area around the naval abarrebls installations is separated from

the landward area by a board fence about 2.5 meters high, and

fitted with a single small gate, guarded by a gentry and leading

the landing stage of the ferry b 25X1
A double railroad track, beginning at the jetty, extends as far as

the naval barracks, when it bends towards the south.

be Bridges and locks:
Not available at the naval wharf.

Ge Cranes and shippi appliances:
Wol svailable &t the naval wharf.

de Llf_gﬁboats, lighters, and icebreakers:
Ses 4 d.

e. Shipyards: s
No shipyards are availdfle in the harbor district. ¥hé Sk¥al hardbr
The naval harbor is per@énently oocupied by numercuf submarine

chasers and pine sweepers (30 to 40) and a certain numbers of

aubma.rines,/ 8221 tof which is increased during the winter season.

4. Harbor installations (cogercial gection):

a., GQuay installstions:
The north and east banks of the Windau river which, upriver from

the elevator quay, bend toward the south and are reserved for

merchant shipping.

The north jetty kegins about 1,200 meters north from the mouth

of the river., A dredged channel, 7.9 meters deep and 100 neters

wide, runs through the harbo¥ entrance, which is 350 meters wide.

The north bank between root of the jetty and the bend of the river

has a total length of 1,150 meters, It consists of the followwing

portions: A sloping revetment with no buildings near the root of

the jetty is followed by a waiting quay of wooden piexr wharves. 25X1
The waiting pier, at which the ships must wait until a berth is

available alongside the elevator quay, is sbout 200 meters long. It

is followed by ga quay section needing repair, and by the elevator

quay , forming the¢ last stretch of 400 meters of the north 25X1
bank. The quay wall of the elavator quay is made of stone and

revetted with wooden boards. The stone surface consists of cobble

stones. The water alongside the quay is 6 meters deep.

The bend of the river has no quay wall,

o _cugtom-house and coal quay forming the east bank is about 25X1

sECRET 25X1
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600 meters long., It is made of cement and stone about 1.5 meters
high above the water level, and 6.5 meters deepy

Quay installations: ‘
A new fish cannery |with a watertower about 40 meters high 25X1

| | at the rear, is located near the wabing quay.

Four tiers of sheds| | are arranged terrace-like one behind 25X1
the other at the elevator guay. The basement of the sheds therefore

cen receive cargo from the one side, while the first story can be

loaded or unloaded from -the opposite side. A seven-story red-brick

brain elevator is also located there, The 25 usable sheds 25X1
and the grain elevator have a total capacity of about 150,000 tons.

The crane installation on the elevator quay comprises:

4 older-type electrically operated 5-ton slewi cranes/ _/
3 Diesel driven 3.5-ton gantry cranes \/ running on tracks

1 electrically operated travelling crane/  |,and 25X1
1 grain conveyer | \ 25X1
Spur tracks are laid on each side of the sheds. 4 lumber yard with

& small sawmill and a water tower horth of it are located 25X1
at the river bend at the point where the custom-house pier begins.

Four older-type brick warehouses| | are located at the customs and 25X1
coal qpay, about 60 meters from the edge of the guay facing the

water frontage with their gables, Low and long new warshouses|

are located in the northern section. A cold-storage house L and 25X1‘
a custom=house are located at the rear of the large 45-ton

crane . 25X1

The following cranes are available at the custom~house and coal
quay's

1 stationary 45«ton crane with four rather strong corner pillars 25X1
imbedded in the cement foundation. The jib of this crane is about

20 meters above the ground.

€ electric slewing cranes , the first two having a lifting 25X1
capacity of 2,2 tons each, the four other ones having a lifting capacity )
of 5 tons each. All cranes run on tracks.

Four cranes are installed at the rear of these six cranes including:

2 small~sized cranes/ |mounted on a coal dump to load or unload
railroad cars. They are diesel=driven crames| A 25X1

(floating cranes chocked up ashore). .
2 bridge cranes with grabs having a fifting capacity of 30 tons 25X1
each,

Lumber and ceal berths are located in the southern seetion of the
custom-house and coal quay. The coal, mostly intended for export.

arrives on railroad cars and is unloaded with cranes. The ships

taking on the coals from the dumps are serviced either by the

stationary cranes or a floating crane.

‘Pwo railroad tracks, one located 25 meters and bhe other 100 meters

away from the edge of the quay, service the entire quay area.

The customehouse and coal quay premises are surrounded by a cement

wall 2,5 meters high. The passages for the tracks are closed by

deors. Three four-storied brick houses of yellow tiles with large :
windows and between forty and fifty meters long[:::], are located 25X1
autside'the surrounding wall east of the streets

» ro- 25X1
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be Bridges and locks:
One rosd bridge | |and a railroad bridge span the river.
4 new pontoon bridge | | with a capacity of 24 tons, the central 25X1
part of which can be opened, is located south of the custom-house
and coal guay.
Traffic beiween the north bank and the south bank ofin the river bend
is maintained by a ferry 25X1
Ge Trangport installation: ) .
Shunting servige on the railroad tracks around the harbot sheds
is done by Diesel locomotives. The cars used have four-axle
with an approximate lemding capacity of 40 tons and are in a
firsteclass condition. Refrigerator cars are used for shipping
meats
d.
\
| are stationed in Windau. In addition to tugboat 25X1
Taifun serving as a navy tug and a fire boat, the tugs Neptun
and ALK are gvallable in Windau, In case of necessity, the
tugboats are alsc used for icebreakigg services.
Several lighters are available.
Two suction dredges are stationed in Windau,
e, Shipyards:
No shipyard is available in Windau. Only a small shipbuilding and
engine shop capable of carrying out minor repairs are available.
5. Military Installations (outside the harbor premises proper)
a. Fortifications:
\ | no fortifications are located 25X1
in or around Windau.
b. Radar, radio and signal stations:
A I’Oé&en Taftice ¥ower with a platform and twelve pole masts (20
meters. high) belonging to that installation are located about 2
kilometers south of the town in a forest,
4 firmly built=in searchlight | | permanently floodlighting the 25X1
head of the south jetty, is located west of the pilottower. Another
searchlight [ | firmly mounted on a pedestal and sweeping the 25X1
sector of the sea between the jetty~head of the south jetty in a
southerly dirdction, is located about 2 kilometers south of
that emplacement,
Three searchlights a¥e located north of the harbor entranceq\ ]
/
.
] 25X1
6. Guard Service.
The entire harbor area of the naval and commercial harbors is closely
guarded. A Soviet guard of two or three sentries is posted at the root
of the south jetty.
The elevator quay, the custom-house and coal quay as well as the naval
hgrbor, are sorrounded by walls or barbed wire fepces. Soldiers with ;
bgyoriets fisied are posted at the gates or stand wefich on small watchtowers. }
l&'ﬁﬁﬁ%ea: police patrol the harbor area and sentkfes are posted at the ?
landing stages.
" 25X1
SEDRE]
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A signal station/ /is located on the roof of the barracks installations
mear the winter harbor. A searchlight/ | located east of this position
snd mounted on a wooden structure, 6 meters high, sweeps the harbor

grea at irregular intervals.

gafety megsures aboard incoming or ocutgoing merchant vessels are
performed in the same manner as in Soviet ports (search of the ship, locking

up binoculars, and cameras, sealing the radio equipment ete.)

The crews of the ships meet no difficulty or restriction in communieating

with the civilian population and normal shore leave is granted. The

guard units in harbor| |are very 25X1
helpful. -

25X1

7. Gonnection with the Interior of the Country.

-1 %Eg;road

e connection with the harbor agross the concrete railroad bridge
is good. Th fbad- age line leading to Tukum (Tukumﬂ% in an
easterly direc ion links the harbor with the railroad network of the
country, Narrow-gage resilroads run northward in the direction of
¥azirbe and Dudaga.

be Inland waterways:

Fo waterways of any importance.

S
“‘ % nupber of streets are available within the harbor
diatrict. The town streets are paved with irregular cabble stones
and there are very small sidewalks. Second-c¢lass roads extend in
all directions into the interior of the country. ‘

de Air Traffic:
Fo air traffic.

8, &h i;ggi.r_l_g, $apacities.

a. Turngyer:
In comparison with the pre-war years, the turnover in Windau is
steadily on the increase and there is every prospect that it will
continue to grow because of the fact that Libau is longer be a
eommercial harbor,
Shipping volume increase during the winter season in relation to
the situation in spring, as the ships bolll for Leningrad are
forced to call at Winddu, because of ice conditions farther east.

Imports: lead, engine components, generator sets, cement, frozen
meat.

Exporté: Anthxanite-ooal, grains, oilcake, colza, naphthalene, pig iron.
et

be tatistic .
%3%&1 E rnoY’ xﬁ 1937 amounted to 400,000 tons, breaking into an
export volume to 310,000 tons, mainly consisting of lumber, grains,
flex and hemp, and an import of 90,000 tons, consisting of eoal and
mixed cargo.
Turnover in 1947, amounted to about 250,000 tons. Imported goods
mainly consisted of commodities arriving from Germany, such as
sugar, buna rubber, and textiles.,

25X1
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6.« Labor conditions:

oeding operations continue smoothly and uninterruptedly, either
in three 8-hours or two 1l2~hour shifts.

The average age of the longshoremen ranges between 20 and 30
years and the foremen are older. Women workers are employed

in large numbers, even as crare operators. The workers up to

the rank of foremen are Latvians or Russians, and all posts
above foremen are held only by Russians. All key persons are
Russians.

A foreman in the harbor makes 1,000 rubles a month, while the
other workers and women only get 800 rubles, which considering living
costs are low gages.

During the winter the longshoremen in Windau are reinforced by
lsborers from Leningrad to assure smooth loading and unloading
operations.

9. Supplyimg Facillties:
8. An oil storsge depot . | consisting  25x1

of two overgrouhd oil tan"xks, is installed south of the custom-house
and coal quay. A navy tenker for oiling PT boats is available in

the harbor.
be Coal: J—
X bupkering coal depot/ |, storing a total of about 1,500 tons
of coal is located opposite the oil tank depot| j, in addition 25X1

to the coal dumps located on the custom-house and coal quaye.
Bunkering coal is carried alongside the ships in lighters.

e, Water:
A watertower | |, 40 meters high, is located on the north bank close gy
to the harbor entrance, and another recently-built watertower lies
north of the bend of the river I:b. Water can be tapped from the
town water mains by means of hand pumps. 25X1

d. Electricity:
ndau is an important port as a Soviet naval base as well as a
commercial harbor, in particular in winter when the ice conditions
meke impossible any shipping to and from ports located farther east.
Several exercise areas located west of Windau are ccntinuously used
by Soviet submarine chasers and minesweeping flotillas (in cooperation
with submerines) stationed in Windau.
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